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Rite. But the Republican institutes (unless he was a Communist)
was often a Mason and a zealous guardian of the spirit of the Craft,
So I have known a group of schoolmasters organize a Masonic
censure of a mayor who had permitted, after twenty-five years, the
revival of a famous religious procession. The mayor died shortly
afterwards, unabsolved by his brethren, but not, I am sure, poisoned
by them. Such activities made many enemies for the Craft and did
not win much respect from open fighters for la Republigue. That
Mussolini, and then Hitler, had banned Masonry was one of their
claims to the respect of some French Catholics. That Communism
also banned Masonry was one of its claims on the respect of another
group of French Catholics. So Vichy banned the Masons (though
it had its pet Masons as Goering had his pet Jews). Every week
or so Vichy announces that "M, Untel" has been dismissed for
concealing the fact that he once belonged to the Craft. And the
writing of a history of France for schools, free from Jewish and
Masonic influence, has been entrusted to that hammer of the
Masons, M. Bernard Fay, keeper, since July, 1940, of the Biblio-
theque Nationale and sometime Professor of American History and
Institutions at the College de France by the grace of M. Tardieu,
Plus fa change; there are more ways of being a Mason than by
being initiated. Only Vichy could make the fall of the Grand
Orient dignified. There is possibly even some danger that the
Masons may appear as the "Men of Good Will" that M. Romains's
hero took them to be. They were neither black nor white angels,
but an interesting political machine now as out of date as the
Newcomen engine.